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Hello and welcome to this meditation!  Lest we forget, let us remember that God has called us 
to be here.  And, lest we forget, let us remember that this is a sacred time!  So, come, let us 
now open ourselves to the movement of God’s love, as we open ourselves in prayer and honour 
this year’s memorial:   
 
God, be near us as we remember and pray.   
  The scarlet colour of the poppy reminds us of the blood that is shed in war,  
of the white crosses on distant battlefields,  
  and the life blood that flowed from Jesus. 
Turn us from the ways of war and violence in this time;  
  lead us in your ways of justice and love for all time.  Amen. 
   
[ Hymn suggestion: VU245 ‘Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet’ 
 
 
Today’s Scripture reading:  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5; 13-17 ‘Stand fast’ 
 
Today, we are going to use the epistle lection for today, a reading from the collection of letters 
at the end of the New Testament.  It’s from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians, and it goes 
like this: 
 

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our being gathered together to him, we 
beg you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by 
spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord 
is already here.  Let no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come unless 
the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for 
destruction.  He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God.  
Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you?  

 
But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the 

Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by 
the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  For this purpose, God called you through our 
proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you 
were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 

 
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through 

grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them 
in every good work and word. 
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Sermon: ‘Lest We Forget’ 
Eternal God, gentle in power and strong in tenderness:  kindle your peace within us now that 
we may fearlessly contend against the powers of death in your name, amen. 
 
On this Sunday when we remember lest we forget, I remember my very first class at Emmanuel 
College.  It was in September of 1999 and it was a course called ‘Systematic Theology.’  
Systematic Theology is about creeds, doctrines, and different ways to think about God 
systematically.  So, given my personality type, I found this course to be one of the heaviest of 
the courses in the entire Master of Divinity degree.  But I’ll never forget something that I was 
told in that very first class.  I was told that for every single text in the Bible, there are elements 
of grace, and there are elements of challenge.  Of course, given that the Bible comes to us 
across huge barriers of language, time, and culture, it’s hardly surprising that we can find 
challenges.  In fact, sometimes there seem to be more challenges than we know what to do 
with!  But I remember thinking, ‘Sure, every text presents its own unique challenge, but how 
on earth can every single text also have an element of grace?’ 
 
Well, I have to admit, there’s a bit of a trick to that business of grace-in-every-text.  The trick 
is to recognize that every single biblical text is always involved, whether we’re aware or not, 
in a very lively conversation with all the other texts in the Bible.  For example, back in the 
summer you may remember that I referred to a really horrible part of Psalm 137 that came out 
of the Hebrews’ experience of captivity in Babylon: “O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to 
destruction, happy is he who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks” (Ps 137: 
8-9).  Well, that expression of nasty payback is rendered even nastier when we place it next to 
a text like this one, where Jesus says, “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will 
be given to you” (Luke 6:37-38).   Lest we forget, we should never use texts in the Bible to 
‘prove’ a point unless we’re also aware of the many other conversations in which those texts 
are already involved!  Bottom line:  we don’t have to pass judgment on the Bible.  Oh, no; it 
always does a much better, much more balanced, job of that than we could ever hope to!  The 
more important question is, are we sufficiently aware of current scholarship to take up our 
place in that conversation?  
  
So, let’s take that whole idea of grace and challenge to this morning’s epistle reading, where 
there are two very obvious challenges.  The first of those is that, although the Bible itself calls 
this text Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians, scholars are now quite certain that this 
letter was not, in fact, written by the famous Apostle Paul!  You see, its vocabulary is quite 
different from the vocabulary that Paul tended to use.  Now, perhaps (like me!) we can’t read 
it in its original Ancient Greek, but it’s still helpful to take into consideration what Bible 
scholars tell us about that.  And, as is obvious even in translation, the concerns of Second 
Thessalonians are very different from the concerns that Paul himself expressed.  Second 
Thessalonians implies a level of church organization, and a complexity of church structure, 
that Paul’s churches never would have had.  And, so, we have to remember that it used to be 
common practice in ancient times for students to write using the name of their mentor.  In other 
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words, long after Paul himself was dead, and long after his churches had grown, and become 
more complicated, someone else wrote this document using Paul’s name.   
   
Secondly, and perhaps more significantly in terms of challenge, the two letters to that first 
Christian church at Thessalonica, a major city in Ancient Greece, contradict each other on the 
matter of when Jesus was supposed to physically return to earth.  In First Thessalonians, the 
letter that was actually written by Paul, Jesus’ second coming is pictured as being just around 
the corner: “Now concerning the timing, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 
written to you.  For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night.  When [people] say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come 
upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!” (1 
Thess. 5:1-3).  Sounds a little frightening, doesn’t it?  But in Second Thessalonians, a very 
different sense of timing is at hand.  There, someone writing in Paul’s name, someone who 
would have been tired of having to explain away the fact that Paul was wrong on this score, 
says, “Let no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes 
first and the lawless one is revealed” (2 Thess. 2:3).   So, is Jesus’ return just around the corner, 
like a thief in the night, or isn’t it?  What a muddle!   
  
And yet, how appropriate that muddle is for us on this very Remembrance Sunday because 
that muddle involves some elements of grace that come from other parts of the Bible’s many 
conversations, elements of grace that we desperately need!  You see, lest we forget, we are 
people with a tradition, a tradition that goes all the way back to that first Christian church in 
Thessalonica, and beyond.  Well, just as the Bible speaks of God’s plan of salvation, so WE 
are included in that same salvation.  We are part, and parcel, of something that God built into 
the very foundations of creation, something that stretches out before us to the infinity of God’s 
love.  And, lest we forget, let us also remember that God’s tradition enables us to be a people 
of Thankfulness.  As the writer of Second Thessalonians puts it, “We must always give thanks 
to God” (2 Thess. 1:3).  Well, as we live out of a persistent, consistent sense of gratitude like 
that, thanksgiving will, in turn, and in time, line our days with meaning and purpose, with joy 
and direction!   
 
Finally, lest we forget, spiritual people are also people of Destiny.  Today’s epistle lection 
celebrates the reality that the church in Thessalonica had been invited into the glory of Jesus 
Christ, the same glory that is filled with God’s Great Tomorrow.  Well, so have we!  Look, 
tyrants come and go.  Conflicts burn ever hotter till they burn themselves out.  Sorrow is never 
far from joy.  But tyrants cannot reign in God’s kingdom, conflicts cannot dominate our spirits 
there, and even sorrow will be transformed in God’s grace!  As was once written: “So then, 
brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us … and 
may the Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Creator, who loved us, and through grace gave 
us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work 
and word” (2 Thess. 2:15-16).  Lest we forget, all we have to do is follow Jesus’ teachings and 
live God’s love.  Not just when it’s convenient, not just when it suits us, but in each and every 
day!  Amen?  Oh, yes; amen! 
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Come, let us turn back to God now in prayer; come, let us pray: 
 
God, whose hope for the world is peace, on this day we remember, and honour, all those who 
gave their lives that we might be free.  So, too, we remember, and honour, the nameless 
vanquished.  Indeed, we remember all who die as a result of humanity’s common failing to 
live your love.  God, we also pray for those who have returned from battle forever changed by 
what they have seen, and we pray for all who bore, and still bear, wounds of body, mind, and 
spirit.  Love them into wholeness, and help us to learn how to do that, better, and better yet. 
 
And now, God of love, as we have remembered and honoured, we prepare to go back into our 
everyday lives.  And, so, we pray that the remembering we have done here today will 
strengthen our commitment to work for peace.  Help us to remember, lest we forget, that peace 
will never truly come from a gun barrel, but only from justice and the depths human 
compassion.  Help us remember, lest we forget, to be peacemakers at home, and abroad, in the 
things big, and in things small.  And may we never forget that your Spirit ever yearns to be our 
peace-making guide. 
 
We pray now for all who are facing difficulty this day and we pray, too, for all the places where 
there’s difficulty.  In the silence of the next moments, O God, receive the deep burdens that 
our spirits bear today:  moment of silence.   
 
All that I have named with my words, all that lies yet too deep for words to touch, we bring to 
you, God, as we take those words that Jesus once taught us and pray together the traditional 
spoken version of Christ’s Prayer at VU921: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever, amen. 
 
[ Hymn suggestion: VU635 ‘All the Way My Saviour Leads Me’ 
 
 
Lest we forget, God, enable us to be your people, and live your love, that your ways of peace 
and justice may break forth all over this amazing, yet threatened, world!  In the name of your 
love, your redemption, and your constant hope, amen. 


