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Hello and welcome!  All around us, right now, something truly astonishing is happening: 
God’s spirit is sweeping into our midst!  Of course, in other sermons, and with Biblical 
warrant, I call God’s Spirit, the ‘She Who Is.’  Well, even now, the ‘She Who Is’ is beneath 
and above us.  She’s beside and before us.  Are you ready to let her take us where she’s 
going?  Come, let us begin to do that as we open our hearts, minds, and spirits in prayer: 
 
Eternal God, teach us how to be more faithful –  
  how to place our hope in you alone;  
  how to keep away from all that diminishes your plan;  
  how to avoid self-righteous behaviours. 
This we ask in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

 
[ Hymn suggestion: VU222 ‘Come Let Us Sing’ 
 
Today’s Scripture reading: Luke 18:9-14 ‘The Pharisee and the tax collector’ (NIV) 
 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 
everybody else, Jesus told this parable:   

 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  

The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men – robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or even like this tax collector.  I fast 
twice a week and give one tenth of all that I get.’  But the tax collector stood at a 
distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.’” 

 
Jesus said, “I tell you this man, the tax collector, rather than the other, went home 

forgiven by God.  For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 
 
Sermon: ‘Squeaky Clean’ 
Loving God, remake us in this time!  Then reclaim us for all time. In the name of your love 
this we pray, amen. 
 
How do we become, and remain, humble in this material world where our egos can be lured 
by so much that’s unhelpful and counterproductive, that’s destructive and self-destructive?  
How do we match who we are on the inside with who we are on the outside?  Why should 
we even bother trying?   
 
Well, I think that the key to this question is ‘balance’ – developing a set of spiritual practices 
that balance honesty with temptation, that balance genuine truthfulness and those ‘little white 
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lies’ that we, seemingly, can never avoid.  We all need, for example, to develop, and then 
keep on developing our prayer life.  We all need to do that each and every day!  We all need 
to learn about our spiritual tradition, so that we can understand it properly, and discover how 
it uniquely holds God’s Word of life for us.  We all need to constantly discover new ways to 
deepen integrity.  You see, life is always changing – you know that! – so, we have to 
constantly balance, and then rebalance, our bodies, our minds, and our spirits.  Look, think 
of it this way:  it’s just like clothing.  We may have a great new outfit, we may be ever so 
pleased with how that outfit makes us look, but how great is that going to remain if we wear 
it every single day, and never wash it?  So, we all need to participate in community, and help 
others, so that we, ourselves, can be helped, so that our spiritual clothing remains neat and 
tidy.  Do you remember how did Jesus put it?  Today, he says, “Those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, while those who humble themselves will be exalted” (Luke 18:14).   
 
The $100 ‘churchy’ word for all of that is ‘sanctification,’ and it’s something that happens 
whenever God’s grace flows through our lives into the world around us.  You see, when 
God’s grace flows through our lives, some of it always sticks with us.  And, right along with 
doing a whole bunch of other good things, it’s also what helps us to match our inner lives 
with our outer lives!  Now, let me tell you about two things that are not involved in that.  
First of all, this is neither a matter of self-help, nor is this something that we can ever manage 
all by ourselves.  No, we have to see God as the prime, and sole mover, in this!  All we’re 
doing is opening ourselves to God’s love, recognizing that God’s love is always at work 
around us.  Secondly, let’s also recognize that we don’t have to do this.  Oh, no – we get to 
do this.  You see, when we realize what a precious honour it is to live as spiritual people, 
well, that’s when we start to move towards spiritual success.  This is yet another way in 
which there’s a world of spiritual difference between a glass that’s half-empty and a glass 
that’s half-full. 
 
Look, imagine that every one of us has a beautiful big picture window for their spirits, a 
window through which everything that we see is seen.  Well, every time we act out of self-
interest, it’s as though dirt is being thrown on that window.  The dirt of our biases and 
misguided values.  The dirt of distortion that changes what we see.  The dirt of all those 
things that we’ve done, but we shouldn’t have done, and the dirt of all those things that we 
should have done, but that we failed to.  But every time we act as a vessel for God’s love, 
it’s as though the windows of our spirits are being washed in the process, washed squeaky 
clean!  And that’s what sanctification is all about – it’s about seeing more, being more, 
knowing more, experiencing more!  So, sanctification is not just a $100 churchy word – it’s 
an activity that’s absolutely priceless! 
 
All of which brings us to the perilous blessing of the human ego!  Our ego, of course, is that 
part of our minds that mediates, or connects, our conscious and unconscious lives.  Our ego 
creates most of the individual color and unique appeal to life, right along with most of its 
violence, greed, and tension.  Our egos add sizzle, or excitement, to our relationships, yet 
our egos are the biggest single reason that relationships fall apart.  Our egos are behind most 
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of life’s creative innovations, yet they can cage us with terrible isolation.  Well, God has 
even given us a powerful tool to help us manage our egos so that we can experience all the 
unique benefits of their charisma while, at the very same time, curbing their oh-so-many 
downsides.  That special tool is called community, and the fact is that community can 
improve our health as we come out from behind the walls of our lives and engage with others.  
Community can give us new friends, and what person can’t use more friends as they 
experience life’s challenges?  Community can help us to develop new skills and aptitudes.  
Community can give us a place to experience genuine mutuality and sharing, where no one 
gains at another’s expense while, at the very same time, we’re rendered stronger together 
than we could ever be on our own.   
 
Not only can community serve as a powerful safety check on our egos, community is the 
best way to connect with God.  You see, what happens when do finally balance the inner 
with the outer and we still don’t like what we see?  Say we get up in the morning, look at 
ourselves in the mirror and think, “Oh, I sure hope I can find something in my wardrobe to 
fix that image!”  What happens when there’s nothing on our insides that we feel is worth 
showing to the world?  (Maybe you don’t ever find that happens, maybe that’s only my 
baggage, but I doubt it!)  Well, that’s exactly why we need a vital connection with God in 
community.  You see, community is like a set of booster cables.  The spiritual batteries in 
our lives can all too often run flat, and then our spirits just won’t ‘turn over.’  But community 
is like hooking up our spirits to the power, and the purpose, of God’s eternal ‘big bang’ 
energy!  And, that way, our inner lives also become something that the world wants, and 
needs, to see!   
 
I once heard a precious story that captures that dynamic, it captures it perfectly!  An equal 
number of hungry people were placed in two rooms.  In the first room, there was a great big 
bowl of delicious stew on a table at its centre.  But the people there were miserable, and at 
each other throats.  You see, they’d all been given special spoons, but the spoons had handles 
that were three-feet long.  Now then, since you had to hold those spoons at the ends of their 
handles, no one was able to eat because their arms weren’t long enough to bring the food to 
their mouths.  Meanwhile, the people in the second room also had a big bowl of delicious 
stew, as well as those same strange spoons with three-feet handles.  However, the people in 
that room were well-fed and filled with joyful harmony.  You see, the difference between 
the two rooms was that the people in the second room had learned how to feed each other! 
 
When we feed each other in community, that’s when God’s sanctification will wash the 
windows of our lives clean, squeaky clean!  And then we’ll be able to see more and be more; 
then we’ll be able to know more and experience more.   
 
Thanks be to God?  Oh, yes; thanks be to God! 
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Come, let us turn back to God now in prayer; come, let us pray: 

Eternal God:  you are sanctification to the spiritual and opportunity to the self-righteous.  
You help the faithful and become hope for the faithless.  You are our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in all the times of our troubles.  We turn to you in this time with thanks 
and praise, we turn to you with the prayer that you will help us learn how to lay more, and 
yet more, of our self-centred ways aside. 
 
From the dawn of history, Creator God, you have ever been with us.  You have led us away 
from temptation and into the paths of righteousness.  You have endowed us with all the gifts 
that are necessary to discern your will and follow your way:  minds to understand; eyes to 
observe; ears to hear your call; hands and feet to participate in community.  Yet, God, all too 
often we have let those gifts lie dormant; all too often, God, we confess that we have not 
lived in the way you would have us live!  Now we, and our world, are in trouble, threatened 
by pollution, threatened by hardened hearts, threatened by selfish, non-sustainable lifestyles.  
So, lead us, we pray, and help us to change our ways. 
 
We pray now for all who are facing difficulty this day and we pray, too, for all the places 
where there’s difficulty.  In the silence of the next moments, O God, receive the deep burdens 
that our spirits bear today:  moment of silence.   
 
All that I have named with my words, all that lies yet too deep for words to touch, we bring 
to you, God, as we take those words that Jesus once taught us and pray together the following 
contemporary spoken version of Christ’s Prayer: 
 
Holy God, who is heaven:  hallowed be your name, followed be your way and done be 
your will throughout creation.  Feed us with the bread that we need for today and 
forgive us for the hurts that we cause others, even as we learn to forgive those who hurt 
us.  Strengthen us in times of temptation and free us from the grip of all that is evil, for 
you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever, amen. 
 
 
[ Hymn suggestion: VU420 ‘Go to the World’ 
 
 
Made ‘squeaky clean’ in the love of God, go now and become God’s love – be the best that 
you can be even as, in the grace of God, you grow to become more!  Amen. 
 
 


