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Hello, welcome!  Many years ago, Jesus went looking for a man named Zacchaeus.  Well, 
in that same way, on this celebration of Mt. Albert United Church’s 144th anniversary, I 
believe that God has come looking for you and me!  Come; let’s prepare for that meeting 
by opening ourselves in prayer:   
 
God of all, you always seek the lost, and invite everyone to a banquet of grace.  Visit 
us now with your joy as we celebrate the next anniversary of Mt. Albert United, that 
we may become your invitation to the world, and enable us to grow more fully in your 
work, amen. 
 
[ Hymn suggestion: VU232 ‘Joyful, Joyful We Adore You’ 
 
 
Today’s Scripture reading:  from Luke 19:1-10 ‘Jesus dines with Zacchaeus’ 
 

A man lived in Jericho named Zacchaeus.  He was a chief tax collector and very 
rich.  He was trying to see Jesus but, as he was short in stature, he could not see 
above the crowd.  So, he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree because Jesus 
was going to pass that way.   

When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus hurry and 
come down, for I must stay at your house today.”  Zacchaeus hurried down and 
was happy to welcome Jesus into his house.  Some who saw it began to grumble, 
saying, “Jesus has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner!”   

But Zacchaeus said to the Lord, “Half of my possessions I will give to the poor; 
and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”  
Then Jesus said to the crowd, “Today salvation has come to this house, because 
he too is a son of Abraham.  The Son of Man came to seek out and to save the 
lost.” 

 
 
Sermon: ‘Leaving Our Sycamore Trees’ 
Loving God, bless now our awareness, that it may grow to see you all around us in life!  
Then, with that greater awareness, let us live in the light of your love more fully.  Amen. 
 
One of my very favourite toys when I was a child was a periscope, a ‘gizmo’ with mirrors 
that allowed me to look around corners without being seen!  Well, this morning, I want to 
use that idea of having a periscope to look around in some of the corners of today’s gospel 
text.  For that matter, let’s look around in some of the corners of our lives, too, and see if 
we can’t find God already looking for us! 
 
First of all, let’s train our periscopes on Zacchaeus.  What a strange little guy he is!  He’s 
been appointed by the Romans to be a tax collector so, from the Jewish point of view, he’s 
part of the Roman’s corrupt, cruel system, and that deserve a big biblical, ‘boo!’  What’s 
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more, he’s become very, very wealthy at the expense of the working poor, so he’s also 
become one of the most hated people in all Jericho, a veritable traitor to his own people.  
Yet isn’t Zacchaeus doing something in this story that we do all the time, despite the fact 
that he’s a traitor, and we’re not?  Isn’t he thinking, “I’m kind of curious about this Jesus 
guy.  After all, I’ve heard so much about him that I want to check him out.  But I don’t want 
to get too close in case, you know, just in case he ‘does’ something to me, and I have to 
change!  So, I’m just going to climb this sycamore tree and watch Jesus go by from a safe 
distance.”  But you know something?  When it comes to spirituality, there is never such a 
thing as a safe distance!  In fact, watching life from the safety of the sidelines, well, that’s 
about as unsafe an idea as could ever be found.  I’m thinking here of that man who could 
present a legitimate challenge to both Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin for the title, ‘Most 
Brutal Tyrant of the 20th Century.’  That man’s name is Mao Tse-Tung, and he was the the 
leader of the communist revolution in China from 1949, through to his death in 1976.  That 
man, historians tell us, was likely responsible for even more deaths of his own people than 
either Hitler or Stalin.  Well, Mao once said this: “Independent thought is fatal to the future 
of our regime.  We must make the people of China passive.”  Mao wanted all his people to 
passively watch life from sycamore trees! 
 
So, let’s use our periscopes in order focus upon one of life’s most basic paradoxes:  we’ll 
never find freedom in life as long as we cling to our sense of independence!  Let’s face it, 
our egos love to point us toward ‘things’ saying, ‘Get this, and it will make you look so 
good’ or “Get that, and it will solve ALL of your problems!’  But ‘things’ – whatever they 
may be – only serve to isolate us from others, and isolation is one of the most direct ways 
to unhappiness. 
 
Now let’s go back to good old Zacchaeus and use our periscopes to look at what happened 
to him and focus on some of the realities that are at the edges of his story.  Do you see how, 
for example, despite all of his efforts to remain out of sight, God still saw him?  Jesus came 
right to that old sycamore tree that Zacchaeus had climbed and did a Bob Barker, 
“Zacchaeus, come on down!”  (You’re likely too young to remember the CBS game show, 
The Price is Right, that starting way back in 1972, aren’t you?  It became one of the longest 
running game-shows in North America, and its host, Bob Barker, became equally famous 
for inviting guests out of the audience with those words, ‘John Smith, come on down!’)   
  
As a direct result, let’s focus on something else that’s an essential part of this story:  God 
always sees us; why, then, do we try to hide?  God always sees us; why, then, do we heed 
the selfish promptings of our egos to hide in all those trees around us?  Trees of excuses; 
trees of circumstance; trees ignoring the need for reconciliation with our First Nations 
peoples.  Especially when survey after survey conducted in the wonder of this brave new 
world of 2022 points to ‘loneliness’ as one of humankind’s most persistent worries.  In one 
way or another, loneliness haunts our dreams, dogs our well-being, and limits the way that 
we are able to be happy.  But I know someone who wants to take all our loneliness away.  
This someone wants to grow with us in relationship.  This someone would take us just the 
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way we are, but enable us to become so much more!  That ‘someone’ is God, and God has 
come right to our ‘sycamore trees’ saying, “I love you!  Oh please, take all those self-
defeating fences down!” 
 
And, so, to one last periscope-object.  Although it may be a little difficult to get in focus, 
working to see this clearly will be so worthwhile.  Remember what Jesus also says today?  
Today, Jesus also says, “I have come to seek out and to save the lost.”  Well, where are you 
with that?  Do you feel particularly ‘lost?’  You know, I for one, have never really felt that 
way.  So, if Jesus is only seeking and saving the lost, what does that mean for those of us 
who feel ‘un-lost’?  I mean, here we are in this place and, if Jesus is really looking for the 
lost, do you really think he’s likely to be here?  Are any of us likely to commit murder 
today?  Are we involved in any billion-dollar frauds, or genocide, or torture?  Of course 
not!  All of us are basically fine, upstanding people.  But let’s use our periscopes to look 
around the meaning of that word ‘lost.’  You see, perhaps there are ways that we can be 
lost, at least for a time, from the total conviction of God’s love.  Surely, we’re lost when 
we feel anger.  Surely, we’re lost when we are gripped by such feelings as self-pity or 
anxiety, such feelings as doubt or fear.  Surely, we’re lost when we don’t take the time we 
need to take in order to understand the findings of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission.  We may be basically good, moral people, but we can still be lost, for we’re 
lost when we fall out of close relationship with God.  However, God still comes to find us!   
 
Look, none of us are so good that we can’t become better.  And the work of God’s love will 
never suffer if we offer it more acts of loving kindness.  So, when we leave the safety of 
our sycamore trees and enter the lives of others – when we spend time with those who are 
facing difficulties, or those who are imprisoned in one way or another; when we spend our 
resources to make the world better – well, that’s exactly the place where God’s grace is 
brought into this world, and amazing things start to happen!  You see, the post-Easter Jesus, 
the One through whom death was transformed that we might have access to God’s very 
own courage, is but a heartbeat away, calling us by name, saying, “Come on down out of 
those metaphorical sycamore trees you’ve climbed, come on down and join me in my work!  
For I love you and I have things to do that only you can help me to do!” 
 
Amen?  Oh, yes; thanks be to God, amen. 
 
 
Come, let us turn back to God now in prayer; come, let us pray:   
 
God of all, yours is the voice that never fails to sing when the world is deathly quiet.  Yours 
is the eye that never fails to see when all the world is sleeping.  Yours is the mind that never 
fails to make sense when meaninglessness threatens.  Yours is the heart that never fails to 
love when life becomes cold and bitter.  O, we thank you, God, for being one with us, even 
in all of our limitations, even with all of our limitations!  And help us, God, to leave the 
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safety of our sycamore trees that we may dine with Jesus even as we bring others to his 
feast. 
 
We give you special thanks on this Anniversary Sunday – we thank you for all the joys that 
have been experienced in the past, and for all the meaning that Mt. Albert United Church 
confers brings to this community in the present.  We thank you, God, for this wonderful 
building where we may be still and meet with you.  We thank you, God, for our forbearers 
and all that they have done in the name of your love.  Help us to honour that past, even as 
we march into the future, confident of your grace. 
 
We pray now for all who are facing difficulty this day and we pray, too, for all the places 
where there’s difficulty.  Today, we pray for the ongoing work of Reconciliation throughout 
this great land, that we may become greater.  And, in the silence of the next moments, O 
God, receive the deep burdens that our spirits bear today:  moment of silence.   
 
All that I have named with my words, all that lies yet too deep for words to touch, we bring 
to you, God, as we take those words that Jesus once taught us and pray the traditional choral 
version of Christ’s Prayer at VU960: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them 
 that trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil  
for thine is the Kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever, amen. 
 
[ Hymn suggestion: VU679 ‘Let There Be Light’ 
 
 
Stay up in your sycamore trees no longer, for God has a job for you to do that no one else 
can do, and God’s going to help you do that job!  Go, in God’s peace, and with God’s 
company, amen. 
 
 


