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Hello and welcome to this meditation!  Today, on this Sunday that’s traditionally called, 
‘Christ the King Sunday, we come face to face with God’s kind of kingship and, today, we 
have the chance to start living with a whole new kind of royal power!  Come, let us open our 
hearts, minds, and spirits to God: 
 
God of majesty and power, 
 as you raised Jesus to new life,  
so raise the world to rejoice in his peace,  
  glory in his justice, and live in his love,  
that we may return to Eden!  Amen. 
 
[ Hymn suggestion: VU327 ‘All Praise to Thee’ 
 
Today’s Scripture reading:  Luke 23:33-43 ‘Remember me in your kingdom’ 
 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
two criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  Then Jesus prayed, “Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they do.” 

The soldiers in charge gambled to see who would get Jesus’ clothing, as the people 
stood by, watching.  But the leaders who were there scoffed at Jesus, saying, “He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is really the Messiah of God!”  The soldiers 
also mocked Jesus, offering him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of the 
Jews, save yourself!”  And there was an inscription over Jesus’ head, “This is the 
King of the Jews.” 

Then one of the criminals who was hanged there derided Jesus saying, “Are you not 
the Messiah?  Save yourself and us!”  But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, 
but this man has done nothing wrong.”  Then he turned to Jesus and said, “Remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.”  Jesus replied, saying, “Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 
 
Sermon: ‘No Time Left to Lose’ 
Come now, O Holy God!  Reign in our thoughts and feelings.  Reign in our joys and sorrows.  
Reign in the best of who we are, and can become, that your love may reign in our living.  Amen. 
 
On this Christ the King Sunday, let’s think about the image that’s at hand, let’s think about the 
metaphor of kingship and how it relates, or doesn’t relate, to Christianity.  Now, I have to start 
with a confession, I have to confess that royal metaphors run deep in my blood!  You see, my 
Dad’s Mom was a larger-than-life person, and I loved her deeply.  Gladys Martha (née 
Thomas) Ball was born in England in 1901 and was raised to be a staunch British monarchist 
– a supporter of the House of Windsor.  Christmas day at that Ball house always meant that 
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everything, absolutely everything, would stop for the Queen’s speech!  You may also recall 
from other stories that I’ve told, that I myself lived in England for six years.  And, as one more 
piece in my biographical royal puzzle, I have a bachelor’s degree, and a master’s degree in 
English literature, which is thoroughly ‘steeped’ in royal imagery.   
 
But as I’ve read about, and reflected upon, our tradition, both in terms of what it’s been over 
the course of the centuries, and what it represents today, I’ve increasingly come to feel that 
kingship is NOT a good way to think about God.  Now, when I say that, I know that I’m already 
in direct conflict with the bible, because the bible comes from an era when kings were the 
highest of the high.  The bible, therefore, is loaded with images of God as the Lord of lords 
and Jesus as the King of kings.  Today is even called Christ the King Sunday in the Christian 
calendar!  So, too, when I express reservations about kingship as an appropriate term for God, 
I’m also in tension with our most cherished hymnody, because our most beloved hymns are all 
about God, or Jesus, as King.  ‘Praise my soul the King of Heaven!’ 
 
But what’s the ‘shape’ of kingship?  It’s a triangle, isn’t it?  It’s top-down, and it’s hierarchical. 
The king sits up at the very top and everything filters down in terms of class.  The aristocracy 
under the king; the middle class under that; and, then, the working class.  Well, is that how 
God uses power Good Friday?  On Good Friday when God-self hung on a cross to death that 
we may see how much we’re loved?  Is that power top-down and hierarchical?  No, it surely 
isn’t!  No, Good Friday has a very different shape, for Good Friday is shape of agape love, the 
love that gives and gives and gives until all is given only to find that God’s love can never be 
exhausted!  If anything, do interlinked fingers not better express the shape of Good Friday? 
 
In that light, let’s turn to think about how the shape of kingly power has played out in the 
course of Christian history.  In centuries past, missionaries were sent from Europe and North 
America to Third World countries, countries in Africa and South America, countries in China 
and the Far East, in order that the peoples there might be ‘saved’ in the name of our Christian 
God.  But the sad fact is that many Christians ended up killing other Christians as they 
competed with each other for land and control.  And there were all kinds of other abominations, 
too!  For example, as we’ve talked about, aboriginal children right here in Canada were taken 
from their parents and placed in Residential Schools, where horrors sometimes took place.  
That’s why reconciliation, and such things as our Land Acknowledgment statement, are so 
important.  Elsewhere, children of colour were forced to pray to a God who looked very much 
like a White Anglo-Saxon Grandfather.  Those children had to wonder, ‘What on earth has that 
God got to do with me?’  And then, when the 20th Century dawned, it was widely hailed as, 
the ‘Christian Century,’ the great era when Christian values would finally hold sway 
throughout the height and the length and the breadth of the entire world.  Yee-ha, right?  Except 
for the fact that, just fourteen years later, World War One began, the war to end all wars, right 
along with blood-letting on a scale that had never before been known.  Of course, as that 
bloodbath continued, each side claimed to have the special blessing of the same Christian God.  
And, then, World War Two, planted in the hopelessly misguided values of the so-called 
‘victors,’ began but twenty years later.   
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Of course, Christianity has brought countless good things to the world – things like education 
and civil rights, things like health care and hope. In fact, I don’t believe that any single 
organization in human history can come close to Christianity in terms of providing benefits.  
But, at the same time, the development of Christianity has been interwoven with the 
development of a whole bunch of ‘ism’s’ that have come with terrible consequences.  Ism’s 
like materialism and industrialism, ism’s like nationalism and imperialism, ism’s like 
colonialism, dogmatism, and paternalism.  Our Christian faith was infiltrated by those ism’s 
and, sometimes, made to do their dirty work.  So it is that the metaphor of Kingship has also 
gone hand in glove with systemic misogyny and systemic homophobia, where women were 
discriminated against simply because they were born as women, and where people have been 
discriminated against because of the sexual orientation which is deep down in their genes. 
  
Today, we live in what’s been called the ‘Post-Christian Age’ because the Christian church is 
no longer at the very centre of Canadian society.  We no longer have the Lord’s Day Act to 
ensure a day of rest on Sunday.  Pews that were once filled are now empty.  And, so, let’s also 
recognize a key reality that’s close at hand on this Christ the King Sunday:  when we live with 
the perspective with which Jesus lived, it’s never too late, but there’s no time left to lose.  You 
see, it’s never too late because, just as Luke shows us so dramatically in today’s gospel reading, 
even the criminal who was crucified beside Jesus found transformation in the last moments of 
his life.  “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  It’s never too late.  We may 
turn from God’s love, but God’s love never turns from us!    
 
However, if it’s never too late, then there’s no time left to lose.  You see, every single second 
that we live without God carries such a steep price that not one of us can afford to pay for it.  
When God’s love plays the role in our lives that it played in Jesus’ life, well, that’s when we 
don’t need worry about events in the world, or the future of institutional Christendom, or our 
own personal fate.  Look, life constantly changes, and the role of the institutional church within 
life will continue to change.  But the Christian message will ALWAYS be alive, and we can 
still come to experience God through the church, even while Christendom is evolving into a 
post-modern form.  When God’s love plays the role in our lives that it played in Jesus’ life, 
well, that’s when our very brokenness will transform us into healers.  Healing is nourishment 
that will feed our own spirituality even as even as we do things to improve life for others.  As 
Jesus said, “Go and do for others what I have done for you!” (Mt. 7:12).  When God’s love 
plays the role in our lives that it played in Jesus’ life, well, that’s when we’ll come to find the 
perfect balance between the spiritual side of life and the physical side of life.  You see, we’re 
not just human beings in a spiritual dimension.  No, we’re also spiritual beings in a human one.  
When we get the hang of living with Jesus’ values, with God’s love firmly in control of what 
we do and what we say, well, that’s when all the joys of earthly life will take on more vibrant 
colours, and richer meanings, for that’s when we’ll live with a zest for life that will never let 
us go! 
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So, you see, it’s never too late.  All of those amazing possibilities are but a decision away, no 
matter what our age or stage of life.  But there’s no time left to lose.  There’s no time left to 
lose for the cost of living without God is surely too steep.  It only remains for us to build the 
daily practices into our lives that support relationship with God.  You know what those are, 
don’t you?  They’re the same things that I talk about all the time:  constant prayer, informed 
engagement with the Bible, spiritual reflection, association with others in community, selfless 
service. Those are the practices that bring heaven to earth!  “Truly I tell you,” Jesus says, 
“Today you will be with me in Paradise” (Lk. 23:43).  Amen?  Oh, yes; amen! 
 
Come, let us turn back to God now in prayer; come, let us pray: 
 
Loving God, you are the maker of covenants and the keeper of promises.  You are the 
cornerstone of our faith and the foundation of our hope.  Strengthen us with all the endurance 
of your mountains that our faith may stand through rain and wind, earthquake and fire.  Bless 
us with all the patience of your mighty rivers, flowing on, and on, and on.  Touch us with the 
bounty of your harvest that our living may ripen with your gifts for the world.   
 
Loving One, rule in our hearts that we may know of your power.  Not the power of reigning 
over others, but the power of inspiring others through love and example.  Rule in our minds, 
that we may learn something more of your thoughts.  Not the thoughts of control and 
manipulation, but the thoughts of giving and healing.  Rule in our actions that we may see 
something more of your kingdom come into being.  Not the kingdom that conquers, but the 
kingdom that transforms and enables – the “KIN-DOM” of your agape love! 
 
In the silence of the next moments, O God, receive the deep burdens that our spirits bear today:  
moment of silence.  All that I have named with my words, all that lies yet too deep for words 
to touch, we bring to you, God, as we take those words that Jesus once taught us, and pray 
together the following contemporary version of Christ’s Prayer: 
 
Holy God, who is heaven:  hallowed be your name, followed be your way and done be 
your will throughout creation.  Feed us with the bread that we need for today and forgive 
us for the hurts that we cause others, even as we learn to forgive those who hurt us.  
Strengthen us in times of temptation and free us from the grip of all that is evil, for you 
reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever, amen. 
 
[ Hymn suggestion: MV161 ‘I Have Called You by Your Name’ 
 
Go now in peace, and allow the reign of God’s love to shape the way you live, the way you 
grow, and the way you are blessed and blessing at the very same time!  Amen. 
 


